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curious feature of the conditions here. The Sultan
appointed Mussalmans to most of the important
places but two of the ministers were still brahmins.
I have never been able to understand how Tipu
who showed such a dislike to the Hindus as a class
still kept these men in authority so near him. It
strikes me that these men did not act like Hindus.
They did not actually give up their religion, but
in return for the bread they got from their master
they gave up their self-respect. If this were not
the case how could these men put up so quietly
with the persecution to which the Sultan and his
men subjected the Hindu population? These
ministers should have had the very limited ideal
that it was for the Ruler to decide how the country
should be ruled and for them to be loyal to him
and assist him. From one point of view this is
praiseworthy, From another it is very mean
conduct. However that be, these men happened
to be in very high positions in the administration.
It would appear that in the plot for overthrowing
Tipu and restoring the old house serious efforts
were made to get the help of these ministers.
Purniah would have nothing to do with any such
plot. Indeed, when Tipu was dead and the
question was whether the State should be given
to Tipu's sons or to the previous royal house,